Building Your
Vocabulary

Tips and Tricks for improving your

repertoire

Why do | need a big vocabulary?

To write better academic essays

To improve formal communication

To be better understood

To make a good impression

To switch “registers” effectively
AKA. “Code switching”

What is a “register?”

A register is:
The way you speak and the words you use in
a certain group or environment
le. Business talk with businessmen
The language that identifies a particular group
or field
AAVE/Ebonics, “lawyer speak,” “Spanglish,” etc.




How do | learn the “language” of my
field?

Read:

Read journals, magazines, and/or research
within your field of study

Speak:
Talk to people in your field

Note the specialized words and/or phrases
they use

Practice:

Use the new words/phrases you learn as often
as you can

What other ways can | broaden my
vocabulary in general?

Reading:
Challenge yourself to read material that is one
level above what you are comfortable reading

le. If you have a college freshmen reading level
then try to read sophomore level materials

This is a great way to get exposed to new words!

Read with a dictionary by your side
Never skip words just because you don’t know
them.

Try to get their meaning from the context of the
sentence

Then look them up in a dictionary

Use the pronunciation guide in the front of the
dictionary to learn the proper pronunciation




Read a variety of texts

Read more than one newspaper and/or magazine
New York Times, Los Angeles Times, The Wall
Street Journal, Time Magazine, etc.

Watch channels like CNN and MSNBC

These channels often have a variety of shows
and discussions where great new words can be
learned

They aren't always the most interesting but you
can learn a lot

Watch specialty channels to learn specialized
words

le. The Science Channel has a lot of programs
from which you can learn specialized science
terms
Ex. Aurora borealis v. “northern lights”
These two phrases mean the same thing but

scientists use one and non-scientists use the
other

Practice the new words you have learned
This helps you learn to use the words in context
It also helps when trying to remember new words

Don’t worry about making mistakes, you're still
learning




Recommendations

The Longman’s English dictionary

This is a dictionary of American English and

has some of the most commonly used words

init

It defines most words in under 50 words or

less which makes the definitions easy to

understand

It tells you which words are formal/informal

and uses them in a sentence

It also gives the alternate forms of the word
(verb, noun, adjective, etc.)

Merriam-Webster Online (www.m-w.com)
This is a great dictionary site
It's free
It has a lot of words
It also has a free thesaurus

Find the thesaurus that goes with your

dictionary
If you have a Merriam-Webster’s dictionary
then you should get a Merriam-Webster's
thesaurus

You can get specialized dictionaries

For lawyers, college students, medical
personnel, etc.




Make sure that the dictionary you use is easy
for you to understand

If you can’'t understand it then it can’t help you
Check to see if the dictionary has difficult to
find words (like “pensive”)
If you really want a dictionary with a lot of
words then buy an unabridged dictionary

They are far more expensive but if you think
you'll use it then it's worth the money

The Pronunciation Guide (IPA)
Spmbol | Eey Word Fr. Spmbol | Kep Word Fr
o/ | hot /hat/ /b | boy /box/
Tar Ffar/ 77 | day Fdexs
IEYd cat Fk=t /s 7ds/ | just Fdzasts —
Faz/ | fine 7fazn/ 77 | face Ffex=/
Jau/ | house Fhaus/ g/ | set Fgets
Fes | bed Fbed/ /b | hat hets
/ex/ | mame /nezm/ i | car Jkar/
7i/ | meed nid/ 71/ | light Jlaxt/
EET sit eIt/ /m/ | my Jmax/
Fous | go 7gous /ns | nine FnaIn/
Fus | book oule/ /p/ | pen /pen/
Jus | Boot FBut/ 7r7 | right Frazt/
For dog 7dogs =i | see Feis
four Ffor/ 7t7 | tea Ftis
Foz/ | tow Ftox/ 757 | cheap FE5ips
St cup Fkap /s i | vote Fvouts
St about Jo—bauts | /wi | west Jwest/
— ¥/ | ves Jyess
7=/ | zoo Jz=u/
757 | they /Bexs
787 | think /BInk/
757 | shoe 7 Surs
757 | visien Vo wT-gans
Stress
i city FisT—tis
dictionary | /°dTk—§a- ne-ris

The Pronunciation Guide (IPA)

T Newels and
asmiree An/

1 winooel fAnseld)
e ainba fbet/

o aincat fkast/

aincar fea/ Brtish, fear! Amencan
sinbought foetf

minmw faf

win fant futf

i in koot bt/

winw gl

winfs Maf British, forf Amesican
ainag fegeul

winphy fpe!

swmkow fnoo

singy fkml

atinhow fhaof

ainboy fbar/

amnear fruel Bratish, freer/ Amenan

Ecupa

wmwhere Aweel Brlsh, weer/ Amencn
ainpure fppal Brtish, fppaer/ Amenicin

ggEagagnev>




Finally, remember that every word you learn
had a proper use and a proper context.

Not every word you learn may be for everyday
use




