Dictionary Resources:

How find a great dictionary

How to pick the best dictionary for
you

Consider what you need it for

Some dictionaries are specialized (i.e. medical
dictionaries, legal dictionaries, etc.)

American English dictionaries are usually

more helpful for American English speakers
American English is different than British
English in both pronunciation and word usage
Some words have different meanings in
American and British English (ex. Biscuit in
British English is a cookie in American
English)

Abridged v. Unabridged Dictionaries

Unabridged: the FULL dictionary
It contains almost every word in the English
language
They are HUGE

They are not always as current as abridged
dictionaries (because it takes years to update
them)

They contain even old or archaic words
They are very expensive




Abridged v. Unabridged Dictionaries

Abridged: the shortened version of a
dictionary

Abridged dictionaries are smaller
They have fewer words

The words they do have are more commonly
used and up to date

They are usually cheaper
They are more practical
They tend to be easier to use

What to look for in a good dictionary
in general

Up to date
Words that are currently being used
Easy definitions

Some dictionaries have easier definitions than
others

Identifies parts of speech

Some dictionaries tell you what part of speech
a word is and gives a list of other forms of the
word

Identifies whether a word is formal/informal

What to look for in a good print
dictionary

Examples of a word’s use

Some dictionaries use the words in a sentence
or give other examples (i.e. pictures)

Easy navigation

Some dictionaries make it very easy to look up
words and other information

Pronunciation guide*
This makes pronouncing new words very easy




Pronunciation Guide*

Pronunciation guides may vary from
dictionary to dictionary
The symbols may be different but the sounds
are usually the same
American dictionaries show American
pronunciations

Some dictionaries show both American and
British pronunciations

The Pronunciation Guide (IPA)
Spmbol | Eey Word Fr. Spmbol | Kep Word Fr
o/ | hot /hat/ /b | boy /box/
Tar Ffar/ 77 | day Fdexs
IEYd cat Fk=t /s 7ds/ | just Fdzasts —
Faz/ | fine 7fazn/ 77 | face Ffex=/
Jau/ | house Fhaus/ g/ | set Fgets
Fes | bed Fbed/ /b | hat hets
/ex/ | mame /nezm/ i | car Jkar/
7i/ | meed nid/ 71/ | light Jlaxt/
EET sit eIt/ /m/ | my Jmax/
Fous | go 7gous /ns | nine FnaIn/
Fus | book oule/ /p/ | pen /pen/
Jus | Boot FBut/ 7r7 | right Frazt/
For dog 7dogs =i | see Feis
four Ffor/ 7t7 | tea Ftis
Foz/ | tow Ftox/ 757 | cheap FE5ips
St cup Fkap /s i | vote Fvouts
St about Jo—bauts | /wi | west Jwest/
— ¥/ | ves Jyess
7=/ | zoo Jz=u/
757 | they /Bexs
787 | think /BInk/
757 | shoe 7 Surs
757 | visien Vo wT-gans
Stress
i city FisT—tis
dictionary | /°dTk—§a- ne-ris

The Pronunciation Guide (IPA)

Vewels and
asmbree Anf

1 winused Anseld)
nbe fbet)

B 4

o asincar fealBrtish for! Ameican
o asinbought feet!
5 minmw &3

font fuef

"
El  Biritish, for! Amencan

8 @minam fegeal

e minphy fplel

0w sinkeow ool

= aindy fks/

st atinhow fhaof

@ minboy fbe/

1 ainner froef British, froed Amencan
€0 winwhae fves!

i, Aweer! Amencan
ua ainpuwe fppal British, fppaarf Amencn




What to look for in a good online
dictionary

They usually have many similarities to print
dictionaries

They are usually just online versions of print
dictionaries

http://lwww.merriam-webster.com/ is a good
example

Most have an audio pronunciation of the word
The may or may not be free

What to look for in a good online
dictionary

Easy to read definitions

A thesaurus

A site that is easy to navigate
Grammar and/or spelling guides
Lots of extra features*

i.e. word of the day, encyclopedia, downloads
etc.

These features are not always free

Where to find a good dictionary

The best places:
Borders, Barns & Noble, and Amazon
The book store on campus
Online*
Not every online dictionary is a good dictionary




Recommendations

The Longman’s Dictionary of American English
It uses 50 words or less to define a given word

It is good for both English speakers and English
learners

It has a writing and grammar guide

It has a built-in thesaurus

It has common American English words and
pronunciations

It tells which part of speech a word is and whether it is
formal, informal, or slang

Recommendations

Webster's New Riverside Dictionary
It has a good variety of words
The definitions are not too difficult

Can be found as part of a package with a
thesaurus

Has a useful pronunciation guide
Identifies the part of speech of each word




